
Tramsok, Inc.

Dockets Unit, Room 8417,
Research and Special Programs
U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, Southwest
Wash:Lngton, b. C. 20590

Attention: ML Cesar DeLeon

RE: Gas Gathering Line Definition
J?ocket Noa PS-1224  Noti-.&

In accordance with Research and Special Programs
Admi:nfatration@s  (qlRsPA") Nat$ce of proposed rulemaking published
in the Federal Register on September 25, 2991, Transok, Inc.
submittts  the enclosed comments in the above-docketed proceeding.

l
. Please stamp the enclosed acknowledgment COPY of thfs

transmittal and comments and return it to the undersigned in the
enclosed postage paid envelope,

If there are any questions concerning these comments, please
contact the undersigned,

Simersly Youra,

Transok, Inc.

Keit:h M. Sapgenfield, II
Manager, Ratea

(713) 272 - 5008

CC: Earl Olinrp
Jerry McDaniel
Mike Palmer

A CENTRAL AND SOUTH WEST COMPANY
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?JNlJ?~D STATES OF AMERICA
BEFOU THE

RESEARCH AND SPECIAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATXON

Gas, Gathering Line Definition )
)

Docket No. PS-122

Pursuant to the cement  groeeduree in the Notice of Proposed

Rulemaking  ("NOPRn) published September 25, 1991 by the Research

and Special Pmgrdms Administration (WSPV) of the Departmant of

Transportation (VOTmv) in the Federal Register for the captioned

. docket, Transok, Inc. and its affiliates (~~Transo)c") files these

Oomments:

Transak is engaged in the traneportatian of natural gas in

the states af Louisiana, Oklahoma an8 Texas. Tranaak canstruct~

and q?erates it8 gathering and intrastate transmission facilities

in faccordance  with the laws, rules and regulations of the state

and Zocal jurisdictions where the facilities are located,

T~WWtGC aleo perform mrvicebl cm it& intrastate pipeline

faoilities pursuant to seation 311 of the Natural gas Policy Act

of M78 (VGA") for delivery to several interstate pipelines.

All communication and correspandence with respect to these

comments should be addressed to the following peraicmsi

Keith MI Sappenfield, II, Manager Rates
Transok, Inc.
P.0. Box 3008
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74101

Tel. No.: (918) 503 - XI.21
Facsimile No.: (918) 541 - 9203
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Mike D. Palmer, Attorney
Transok, Inc.
P.0, Box 3008
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74101

Tel, No.: (918) 561 - 9345.
Facsimile No.: (918) 561 - 9341

The NOPR proposes to revige the definition of the term

"ga.thering line"' under: the Natural Gas Pipeline safety Act of

1968 (49 App. U.&C. 1671, et seq.) ("the Act") SO that the

beginning and end of a gas gathering line are clearly described.

The regulations implementing the Act are promulgated at 49 CFR

192. RWA states that detsmining the beginning and ending

points under the current definition is canfusing. ~180, the NOPR

proposaa to define the terms "production facilitylr and

BvprOdu&ion field?

Transokbi comments wi31 focus cm the proposed definition for

utgathering line” as they apply to facilities that are determined

to ibe gathering by an order of either the Federal Energy

Regulatory Cmuttission, a state public utility commission, a Estate

cou:ti, or federal court. RSPA should clarify the proposed

drf.inition  of "gathering line" to rafhct orders of any agency

or amrt having jurisdiction. Where a order of an agency or

cou:ti  ham determined a facility to be a "gathering line", the

agency or court did SO only after reviewing the configuration and

operations of such faoilfty, and applying the lawq rules and

regulations governing Pcuch Uetemination. In addition, if the

facility w@re not a "gathering line" the facility would be found
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to Ibe either a intrastate pipeline or interstate pipeline, which,

in most Qale8,  are currently subject to the pipeline safety

standard5 of the Act.

Transok suggests that the proposed definition of 'Igathering

1inW be revised to reflect orders of either the Federal Energy

Regulatory Commisskm, a state public utility commission, a skat'e

COZY*, or 8 federal court where a iacility is determined to be

gathering. Transok encloses as Exhibit I. a modified proposed

definition which includes changes to the deffnition language to

reflect our suggested revision,

Transok respectfully urges the ComirrPsion to incluc!e in its

final rule a revised definition of the term lfgathering line"

which refL@ots determination of gathering line by either tha

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, a state publia utility

camiis~ion, a state court, or' a federal court.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tramok, Inc.

Telephomr (918) 583 - 1121

Dat0d: NOvaknher 25, 1991
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Q 192m3 Defhitions

Gu#M~  Urn mea,ns,  except as provided in paragraph f41112 any
of a ~mnected  series of pipelines used to transport gas from a. well or the 0:

ipeline or part
st production

facil:~ty where gas is separated from produced hydrocarbons, whichever is farther
dowmtrmn., to m applicable end point described in paragraphs (l), (3, m or (3) (4)
belOW:

\
(1) The inlet of the first natural

petroleum gases or other natural gas liquiB
8s processing plant used to remove liquefied

s.

.

is transI
2)
erred

If there is no natural gas processing plant, the point where custody of the gas

9
to others who transport it by pipeline to:

hJ
A distribution center; or
A gas storage facility; or

ii~) An industrial. consumer.

(3) If there is not natural gas processing plant or point where custody of the gas
is SO transferred, the last
field or two adjacent fiel I%

oint downstream where gas produced in the same production
is wnaringled.

H-0 A gathering line does not include any part of a pipeline that tr~port.6  gas
downstrewn -

Energy
111)

From a production f&My, if no end points exists; or
In any interstate transmission fadi

egulatory Cmmission under the Natur9
subject to the ‘urisdiction of the Federal
Gas Act (15 J.S.C 717 d seq.)

9
h!?j

From the end points in (l), (2), @ or f3) & in this definition; or


